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Polite request for consideration of a biographical revision
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David Day daviddaybooks@rogers.com

Dear Hyarion,

| am writing to you as a lifelong fan, a student of Professor Tolkien’s books for over 60 years, and the author of over a dozen reader’s guides
to Middle-earth. From the date of my Tolkien Bestiary in 1979 to the mid-90s, my writing was warmly embraced by the Tolkien Society (see
letters and Amon Hen reviews attached), but in the digital era it has become controversial.

I have no desire to cause trouble or further controversy. However, in the spirit of the Tolkien Gateway's goal of accuracy and editorial
consistency, | am politely requesting that you re-examine the parts of my biography that currently lean toward editorialised commentary,
which can come across as emphasising personal ridicule instead of objective information.

Please is it possible for you to apply to my biography the same editorial consistency that has been granted to each and every other author
in alignment with the Tolkien Gateway NPOV policy of “no personal attacks” and adherence to editorial neutrality?

In the nearly 200 concise and factual author biographies in Tolkien Gateway, my lengthy entry appears to be the only one that includes any
critical commentaries, editorial opinions, quotes from social media blogs, book reviews, or any other kind of personal or reputational attacks.

As a minor point of accuracy, the observation that the “problematic map of Arda” does not match “Map V from the Ambarkanta” is itself
problematic; as my composite map of Arda was actually published seven years before Map V appeared in print.

Also, perhaps | should comment on the “Oxonmoot controversy”. My non-payment was certainly not meant as a mark of disrespect to the
Society. In 2004/05, | was dealing with the aftermath of my mother’s death as a result of the Canadian blood contamination scandal; and in
the turmoil of my life at that time, attempts to “keep badgering” (as stated by the Tolkien Society) me did not actually reach me in Canada.

I am now nearly 80 years of age, and have spent most of my life introducing receptive and appreciative readers to Middle-earth. | write
popular reader’s guides to Tolkien’s works for general readers; not academic studies or scholarly reference works.

As an example, an Amon Hen #114 review of my Tolkien: The lllustrated Encyclopedia observes: “This [book] doesn't, nor purport to,
replace Foster’'s Complete Guide to Middle-earth. But ... is equally desirable in its own market.” To confuse the two is like comparing apples
to oranges; or as the medievalist Tolkien might have said “As like as an apple to an oyster.”

Sincerely
David Day

Attachment: 1. Tolkien Society Reviews of David Day
2. Letters from Tolkien Society
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~ THE TOLKIEN SOCIETY
Hon. Pres + the late Professor JROR Tolkien, C.13E.

“Tn perpetio’
Regmrerad Charry Now Z3800°

FROM THE EDITOR 7 College Road
OF AMON HEN Copmanthorpe
¢ YORK Y02 3US

16th Oct. 80

Dear David

Delighted to hear from you - I assumed yon'd
left the country or something. What have vou been
¥orking on, if I may make so bold ? anything of
interest to Telkienians ?

The Tolkien Society has finally parted company
¥ith the Carpenters irms - end of a long tradition -
and the next Innrcot is on Nov. 1st at the '"Spice
of Life", Noor Street, Cambridge Circus - tubes
Pottenham Courti Noad or Leicester square., Head
for the upstairs room and look out for Lester
Sipone demanding a smzll entrance fee, with or
without mennces in the form of Jonathan's spiked
flail, I may be there although I cannot guarantee
that. It Jjuet eo happens I may be at a party at
the boitom end of Wuswell Hill/Park Road on the

= Priday night !

ity acore is, a
: 1 would be glad to have another opportuni W
¥ hkm s navanada von to write something for 1deay about, I
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